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Knowledge organization
 The past: Aristotle, liberal arts, Linné, Comte...
 H.E. Bliss (1929)
 I. Dahlberg (1974)
 ISKO (1989)

 ISKO chapters
• ISKO WA



  

Knowledge organization
 Concepts connected by relationships
 forming KO systems (KOS)
 used to arrange subject matters 

in libraries, museums, web, 
textbooks, study plans…

 usually recorded in documents



  

Knowledge organization
 KM is about data as objects,

KO is about their meaning

 KR is about record formats,
KO is about their contents

“Books are for use” (SR Ranganathan) 



  

Knowledge organization
● general, “universal”, interdisciplinary, active
    e.g. Dahlberg, Beghtol, 
            Szostak, Gnoli…

     vs.

● special, local, domain-specific, passive
e.g. Shera, Langridge, Hjørland, Mai...



  

Knowledge organization systems
 classification schemes, e.g. Dewey
 thesauri, e.g. AAT
 subject heading systems, e.g. RAMEAU
 taxonomies, esp. in companies
 ontologies, e.g. BFO
 ...



  

Are KOSs needed ?

“We now have Google.

I just type in Google what I look for.

I don’t need your damned KOSs...” 



  

KOS vs. SEO
 SEO is based on natural language,
 natural language can also be seen as a KOS,
 but it lacks:

 vocabulary control

 explicit relationships

 systematic order



  

KOSs vs. SEO
 vocabulary control



  

KOSs vs. SEO
 explicit relationships

e.g. ILC facets

“dances, in France”

“dances, of France”



  

KOSs vs. SEO
 alphabetical vs. systematic order

Friday
Monday
Saturday
Sunday
Thursday
Tuesday
Wednesday



  

KOSs vs. SEO
 Technical interoperability

through linked open data, W3C standards

  <kos1:Kamerun> sameAs <kos2:Cameroon>

 Conceptual interoperability
through KOSs

 <Combustion> hasProperty <Fire> 

 <Fire> isA <ClassicalElement>



  

KOS + SEO
 Some search functionalities have KOSs inbuilt:

 Term recommendation

 Hidden thesaurus / knowledge graph 

 Filtering by facets

 ...



  

KO resources

 ISKO international website
 Recently Published docs

 Coming KO Events

 KO Literature



  

KO resources
 ISKO Encyclopedia of Knowledge Organization



  

KO resources
 BARTOC



  

KO resources
 NKOS workshops



  

KO resources
 Integrative Levels Classification (ILC)



  

KO resources
 Twitter accounts on KO

 @KO_ISKO_

 @ISKO_UK

 @ISKOBrasil

 @scritur

 ...



  

… Thanks  /  Merci  /  Grazie !

Contacts welcome:

claudio.gnoli@unipv.it
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